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   FOREWORD BY THE PRESIDENT  

 

Prof. John Domingue is the Deputy Director of the Knowledge Media 

Institute, at The Open University (UK). Since September 2008, he has 

served as the  President of STI International.  

 

Coming to the end of the third year of STI International’s existence and my 

second year in office I feel that now is a good time to reflect on what has 

happened over the last period and pick out some personal highlights and 

emerging trends.  

Our conferences and symposia continue to be successful. Historically, one of our 

oldest activities is ESWC. This event began in 2004, when it was known as the 

European Semantic Web Symposium and was started by a predecessor of STI. 

Following from discussions within the STI Board and within the ESWC Steering 

Committee we decided to align ESWC with the emerging topic of the “Future 

Internet” which is the subject of extensive activity within Europe. Our decision 

for alignment is based on the premise that the Semantic Web has proven that 

Semantics can provide benefit to one global communications network and thus it 

is worth exploring how the same technology can benefit another: the Future 

Internet. This premise is coupled with the fact that within the various 

communities associated with the Future Internet we see semantics emerging as 

an important topic. For example, within the forthcoming Future Internet 

Assembly in Ghent, where over 600 attendees are expect as part of a Future 

Internet Week, two sessions have been set aside for discussing Linked Data 

including relationships to the network level.  
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Using its base in Vienna, STI International has played a role running Future 

Internet Austria, which it helped setup last year. This activity also helps to 

strengthen the link between semantics and the Future Internet.  

A third Future Internet activity for us has been running the Future Internet 

Symposium (FIS). We made some changes to the FIS Steering Committee this 

year and restructured the event along the themes of semantics, services and 

networks which led to a highly successful event in Berlin this September. 

I enjoyed our STI Symposium again this summer. I’ve always found the 

combination of unconstrained Keynotes coupled with an informal atmosphere 

allowing researchers at all stages of their career mingle easily very refreshing. I 

was very happy at how well organized this event was. Everything (except from a 

personal point of view the Football Match) went exactly as planned.  

At the request of our Members next year we are transforming the Symposium 

into the new ESWC Summer School. Our goal in this new venture is to provide a 

cohesive cradle-to-grave framework in coupling a summer school to a premier 

semantic conference. Our aim is that the ESWC Summer School will create new 

generations of researchers who will become the next leaders of the conference. 

To ensure this we will create tight coupling between the two events. I am sure 

that this school will prove to be a very useful and popular event for the junior 

research community. 

We also have a number of other successful ongoing activities including ESTC, BIS 

and a Doctoral Consortium but in the interests of conserving space I will not 

cover these here. Suffice to say though that all these events ran very well. 

As I mentioned at the start STI International is now completing its 3rd year of 

existence and in that time we have learnt a lot in how to best leverage the 

expertise, assets and ongoing activities of our Members to further the area of 
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Semantics. Building on our experiences we have developed a new structure for 

our organization which we term STI2.0. More information on our new 

conceptualization can be found in Appendix A of this document. You will see 

there how we have separated the various roles and activities in a clean and 

concise way. This structure will be formally approved during our forthcoming GA. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new Members who have 

joined us over the last year. It is good to see a wide range of new recruits in 

terms of size and niche area and also to see both old and new faces. I would also 

like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the STI Board for their help over 

the last year and also the STI Office in Vienna for their support and flexibility.  

Following the series of deployments and announcements from a variety of large 

companies, including the BBC, Facebook and Google over the summer and 

autumn I feel that this has been a very good year for semantic technologies in 

general. Looking at our members and their collective knowledge and expertise I 

also know that we are in a very good position to benefit from the further 

successes which will occur over the next 12 months. I very much look forward to 

that. 

 

John Domingue, STI International President 
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   STI INTERNATIONAL MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Our mission is to exploit Semantics to overcome economic, societal and 

technological challenges and the limitations of current communication and 

collaboration technologies through the provision of scientific foundations, 

technological frameworks, and industrial-strength applications enabling 

Semantics to become an integral component of modern-day Information 

Systems. 

John Domingue, STI International President 
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1. STI INTERNATIONAL 

In the period 2009/2010, as with any active and living organization, the structure 

and team of STI International has changed. We present the changes of this 

period, including new initiatives which have been launched to promote the 

mission of STI International nationally and internationally. 

1.1. NEW EMPLOYEES 

Matthias Bauer joined in June 2010 as Webmaster and is responsible for the 

content of all STI International websites. 

1.2. NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIONS 

As an international organisation one of our major tasks is to broaden our 

network and setup wider international co-operations for the benefit of our 

community. 

In February 2010 STI International 

signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding with Semtech Korea, 

which is the national body of all 

Semantic Technology activities in 

Korea. Major international companies 

as Samsung are members of Semtech 

Korea. The purpose of this MoU has been to setup more joint activities. As a 

result STI International participated in the Semantic Technology Annual 

Conference “Smart Data and Smart Services” in Seoul November this year. 
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In August 2011 the Asian Semantic Web School will be organised as a joint 

venture of Semtech Korea and STI International, further more the Semsphere 

Certification Programme will be launched in early 2011 and preparations for a 

launch of an Asian Pacific Semantic Web Conference and an Industry Conference 

are in their final phase. 

In September 2010 Alexander Wahler was invited by A*star, the national 

Research and Innovation Center of Singapore. During this visit potential co-

operations with Singapore have been discussed in the area of research, 

innovations, startups and conferences. First activities are in preparations and 

expected to be launched in 2011. 

Nationally, STI International is hosting the Future Internet Community Austria. 

Based on the ongoing European activities in the area of Future Internet national 

member states activities have been requested by the EC. STI International is 

involved in all Future Internet activities from the early beginning. President John 

Domingue is one of the caretakers of the FIA Assembly. Based on these 

experiences the Austrian national branch was established. FIA community 

Austria is organising regular stakeholder meetings. Furthermore links and 

cooperations have been setup with Austrian and international stakeholders and 

decision makers such as Telekom Austria, Eurescom and SAP. 
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1.3. STI NATIONAL CENTERS: GERMANY 

Among other activities STI Germany has organized several events during the 

period 2009/2010: 

 Second STI Germany Industry Day (June 15, 2010) 

Presentations and software-demonstrations from Research and Industry, 

outlined the basic technical approach, the current trends, business models and 

successful applications around Linked Open Data (LOD).  

Website: http://www.stigermany.de/index.php/STI_Industrietag_2010  

 Xinnovations 2010 (September 13-15, 2010) 

With more than 160 presentations, panels and workshops on topics around 

Semantic Technologies, Web 2.0, Digital Justice, Open Government and Open 

Data Xinnovations was a real success. 

Website: http://www.xinnovations.de/  

 Course Semantic Technology Specialist (October 25-29, 2010) 

In co-operation with Semsphere, STI Germany organized the Semantic 

Technology Specialist Course. 

http://www.stigermany.de/index.php/STI_Industrietag_2010
http://www.xinnovations.de/
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2. STI INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

STI International has being increasingly aware of presenting itself to the world via the 

Web in a professional manner, and making use of the latest Web trends such as Social 

Networks. As a result, during the past year several changes and additions have taken 

place with respect to the Web properties of STI International: 

 A newly designed www.sti2.org 

STI International relaunched its main web site, www.sti2.org, with a new streamlined 

design. The goal is to make it easier for visitors and members alike to find the 

information they are looking for about STI, to promote the activities and benefits of STI 

as an association, and inform members of the activities of STI from which they in 

particular can benefit.  

 Preparations for a STI International Community as professional network 

Furthermore, as an additional service to its members, STI International is completing 

work on an online community which will be publicly readable, and for which STI 

members will be able to provide content or access certain offers. STI members will 

receive individual log-ins to access several services: 

o STI Agora – will be a real time, open blogging platform for STI members so 

that we can archive all STI organisation and members’ activities in real time 

and also encourage a Web based interchange of media and ideas. 

o STI Emporium – will be the STI members marketplace, providing a means to 

post job opportunities and searches, and to showcase semantic technology-

based products, both open source and commercial.  

o STI Kudos – will be a platform for community challenges, where solutions 

using semantic technologies will be sought from the STI members. Kudos 

will encourage researcher efforts and competitive cooperation to show how 

semantics can act as a solution for real world problems. 

http://www.sti2.org/
http://www.sti2.org/
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o STI Minerva – will be a specialized community Wikipedia for semantic 

technology, driven by the STI members. It will offer regularly updated 

technical information and resources about semantics to researchers and 

professionals.  

 

 

 

 Integration of social Web and Web 2.0 

 

The role of social networks and Web 2.0 has seen significant growth in importance on 

the Web. STI International is also aware of the opportunities site such as Facebook, 

Twitter et al offer for viral marketing, user-directed dissemination of information, 

promotion and raising the Web communities awareness of STI. Use of such Web 2.0 

sites has grown in the past year, including: 



 

 

 

 12 | 40 

 
 

 Launch of STI’s own Twitter channel @sti2  

 Increased integration of Facebook, including Facebook’s Open Graph Protocol 

on websites (the “like” button), and use of Facebook groups for STI conferences 

 Aggregating tweets around STI events using agreed tags and displaying live feeds 

of those tweets during the event itself 

 Launch of a STI YouTube video channel for videos being generated within STI’s 

community 

 

The opportunities for the use of social networks and Web 2.0 will continue to be 

explored in the coming year, as well of course as the introduction of semantics like RDFa 

and Linked Open Data to STI International’s online presence.  
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3. STI RESEARCH 

Following the incorporation of the training and certification activities of the spin-off 

Semsphere into the STI GmbH , the decision was taken to also move certain research 

and development activities of STI into the company. The research unit of the STI GmbH 

has been christened “STI Research” and is led by STI International’s senior researchers 

Dr Lyndon Nixon and Dr Anna Fensel. 

 

 

 
STI Research has as its goal making semantics part of everyday life.  

 

It will pursue this goal through a range of activities including proposal development, 

project management, industry consultancy and technology transfer, and the 

commercialisation of research results, with a particular focus on supporting the 

international network of leading semantic technology research institutions and 

companies which are members of the STI association. It also actively undertakes its own 

research work to integrate semantic technology into emerging fields such as mobile and 

multimedia applications, with the goal of both developing semantics-based services and 

applications with commercial value, as well as strengthening its capacity to offer 

consultancy and technology advice (roadmapping, white papers) around semantic 

solutions for these emerging fields. 

 

STI Research’s first EU project is SOFI, where Dr Lyndon Nixon coordinates this support 

action for Future Internet activities related to Internet of Services research carried out at 

European level. 

 

http://www.sofi-project.eu 

http://www.sofi-project.eu/
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STI Research’s first national project is SmartReality, a two year research project 

exploring the integration of semantic technology, Linked Data and augmented reality to 

provide a framework for smarter mobile applications which can more richly augment 

the user’s experience of what is around them. 

 

STI Research is available for participation in project proposals, as well as consultancy 

work.  
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4. SEMSPHERE/EDUCATION 

This year’s STI International/Semsphere training and education activities began, in 

January 2010, with the establishment of the Education Partnership between Semsphere 

and AQL Tek Sdn Bhd, a Malaysian-based training company associated with MIMOS 

Berhad.  Additional collaborations in Eastern Asia include the agreement formalized 

between SemTech Korea, an international association specializing in the field of 

semantic technologies and established in South Korea, and STI International thus 

marking SemTech Korea's continued support and regional accreditation of the 

Semsphere training and certification program. Semsphere will support summer schools 

in both regions next year. 

Further collaborations in India for 2011 are currently under consideration with partners 

such as Wipro, CDAC, NIIT, and Kido Software, as well as potential collaborations in 

Singapore and Vietnam. 

Semsphere's European partnership network expanded this last year to include the two 

organizations which head the STI Germany National Centers: Föderverein Semantische 

Technologien located in Karlsruhe, and is-research GmbH located in Berlin. Plans for 

further European collaborations in 2011 include continuing discussions with The Open 

University and Talis in the UK, as well as discussions with a number of spin-off 

companies interested in hosting semantic technology training in France. 

In the US, Semsphere co-hosted the IEEE Summer School on Semantic Computing in July 

2010, and will do so again for the 2011 edition. Additional activities in the US include the 

development of a network of business partners, training onsite trainers, and hosting the 

first STS course in collaboration with the Fifth IEEE International Conference on 

Semantic Computing at Stanford University. 

Following the model of the customized semantic technology for media course prepared 

for the Institut für Rundfunktechnik (IRT), one of the world’s largest and most 

recognized competence centers for broadcast and media technology, Semsphere will 
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prepare a customized semantic technology for Life Sciences course for bioMérieux, a 

multinational biotechnology company founded in France. In addition to offering such 

domain-specific training courses, Semsphere is considering offering product-specific 

training courses and product-specific curricula, such as the Oracle Semantic Technology 

curriculum. 

After a year of running the Semsphere certification program, the curriculum will be 

updated to include more hands-on sessions, practical examples, and business value 

emphasis to mold the curriculum towards the desired market of IT professionals; the 

format will also be reduced to a three day training session for the first two levels and a 

four day session for the third level for the same reason. The new curriculum will be 

rolled out by 2011 Q2. Remote learning offers and online certification support will be 

available at the beginning of 2011 in order to expand Semsphere’s target market, detect 

foreign markets, and acquire further global recognition.  

In June 2010, Semsphere officially merged with STI GmbH. To date, Semsphere and 

associated partners have trained almost 50 individuals worldwide, and has issued 35 STS 

certificates, 15 STP certificates, and 9 AT certificates. 
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5. CONFERENCE / EVENTS 

5.1. EVENT CALENDAR 

Past Event/Conference Date City, Country 

ESTC 2009 December 1-  2, 2009 Vienna, AT 

BIS 2010 May 2 - 4 2010 Berlin, DE 

1st Workshop on Enterprise Service Web May 3 - 5, 2010 Berlin, DE 

Future Internet Workshop May 6, 2010 Vienna, AT 

STI International Symposium May 25 - 28, 2010 Kalamaki, GR 

ESWC 2010 May 29 - June 3, 2010 Heraklion, GR 

EON 2010 May 30 , 2010 Heraklion, GR 

NoTube Workshop June 9,  2010 Tempere, FI 

Summer School on Semantic Computing July 25 - 31,  2010 California, US 

Future Internet Austria Workshop August 27, 2010 Alpbach, AT 

FIS 2010 September 20 - 22, 2010 Berlin, DE 

Doctoral Consortium September 23 - 24, 2010 Berlin, DE 

Successful Proposal Symposium October 7 - 8, 2010 Mallorca, ES 

Semantic Technology Specialist   October 25 - 29, 2010   Berlin, DE 
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Upcoming Event/Conference Date City, Country 

Semantic Technology Professional  November 22 - 26, 

2010  

Vienna, AT 

ESTC 2010 December 2 - 3, 2010  Vienna, AT 

STI International GA 2010  December 3, 2010  Vienna, AT 

BIS 2011 May 10 -12, 2011  Poznan , PL 

1st ESWC Summer school 2011 May 25 - 28, 2011 Kalamaki, GR 

ESWC 2011 May 29 - Jun 2, 2011  Heraklion, GR 

Asian Semantic Web School  August 8 - 12, 2011  Seoul, KR 

ICEC 2012 August 1 - 3, 2012  Honolulu, US 

 

5.2. THE 3RD
 EUROPEAN SEMANTIC TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE – ESTC2009, 

VIENNA, AT 

For the third consecutive year, the 

European Semantic Technology 

Conference (ESTC) took place in Vienna, 

Austria, organized and hosted by STI 

International. Over 240 participants from 

25 different countries met up at Europe's 

most prominent and authoritative 

conference focusing on the growth of ICT semantic technology markets. 

The two-day-conference, taking place at the modern Hotel Le Meridien, offered not only 

an interesting program, but also excellent networking opportunities for all participants. 
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The opening keynote entitled “Visions and Strategic Directions for Semantic 

Technologies” was delivered by Dr. Michael Brodie from Verizon Communications and 

Dr. Mark Greaves from Vulcan Incorporations. The first day continued with interesting 

presentations from sessions focused on Business Applications, Case Studies and 

Technological Innovations. The afternoon X-Media workshop focused on knowledge 

management drew quite a crowd with presentations from Rolls Royce, FIAT, the 

University of Sheffield, the University of Koblenz and Quinary spa. 

The highlight of the first conference day was the Innovation Seed Camp sponsored by 

AWS - the Austrian promotional bank, where 15 startup companies pitched their 

business ideas to the audience and afterwards had the possibility to get feedback from 

investors, experienced entrepreneurs and experts within the field of semantic 

technologies. The innovation seed camp was closed with an expert panel on the topic 

“How to gain venture capital investments.” 

The first day came to a close with organized matchmaking sessions, whereby the 

participants held blitz business-to-business meetings with previously selected partners, 

supported by the innovative B2Match matchmaking tool. 

In the evening the participants moved to 

the Palmhouse restaurant across the 

street for the conference dinner, complete 

with buffet and live music. The winners of 

the Innovation Seed Camp were 

announced during the evening. The first 

prize was earned by Felix Van de Maele 

from Collibra (http://www.collibra.com), Karin Haager from Flimmit GmbH 

(http://www.flimmit.com/) was awarded with the second prize, and Leo Sauermann 

from gnowsis.com (http://www.gnowsis.com) received the third prize in the contest. 

http://www.collibra.com/
http://www.flimmit.com/
http://www.gnowsis.com/
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Susie Stephens from Johnson and Johnson opened up the second day with the 

interesting keynote about usability of semantic technologies within the life sciences. 

Stephen’s talk focused on how companies can benefit from Semantic Web technologies, 

referring to the technologies which are currently being used within Johnson and 

Johnson. 

The subsequent panel discussion, sponsored by the NeOn research project, covered the 

related topic: “Next steps in intelligent information management in the Pharmaceutical 

and eHealth domains.” Representatives from AstraZeneca, Ontotext and the Spanish 

health systems discussed the status quo and promising trends within these domains and 

others. 

In parallel to further research presentations, the afternoon of the second conference 

day included a third panel discussion entitled “Linked Data in the Enterprises.” as well as 

an event organized by the CELTIC Cluster with high-quality presentations from large 

telecommunication companies. The opening talk of the CELTIC Cluster event was given 

by the director of EURESCOM, David Kennedy, followed by presentations from Riccardo 

Pascotto from Deutsche Telekom and José Jiminéz from TID. After the break the CELTIC 

event continued with presentations about on-going projects, with representatives from 

Telecom France, Salzburg Research, Nokia Siemens Networks, University of Vienna, 

Telefonica and Phillips among others. The conference concluded with a second 

matchmaking session, attracting even more participants than the first day and proving 

to be a beneficial addition to the 2009 program. 

In support of business-to-business networking becoming a core theme to this year’s 

program, companies were provided an open demo space for spontaneous business 

demonstration. Participants who were interested in presenting their business idea to 

the target audience had the possibility to reserve a presentation slot. A total of 10 demo 

slots were assigned to different companies throughout the duration of the conference. 
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Those who were not able to attend the conference onsite had the possibility to follow 

the program on twitter and facebook. The entire conference was filmed by 

videolectures.com and the recorded presentations are now available online at: 

http://videolectures.net/estc09_vienna 

Summing up, this year’s European Semantic Technology Conference (ESTC) showcased 

innovative ideas and industrial products already bringing semantic solutions to ICT 

markets, providing key players with new, effective networking opportunities, quickly 

becoming Europe’s most unique networking event within the field. 

5.3. STI INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 2010, KALAMAKI, GR 

STI International Symposium 2010 took place one week before the ESWC2010, from 25th 

to 28th of May, 2010 in the South of Crete. The program included invited talks by 

Michael Brodie (Verizon Communications), Lora Aroyo (VU Amsterdam), Dieter Fensel 

(STI Innsbruck) and Aldo Gangemi (ISTC-CNR), a poster and demo session and 

networking session, providing participants with more interactive time focusing on 

sharing their impressive accomplishments of the past year with fellows and colleagues 

from around the world. This year’s Symposium attracted over 70 participants. 

 

http://videolectures.net/estc09_vienna
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5.4. THE 7TH EXTENDED SEMANTIC WEB CONFERENCE - ESWC 2010, 
HERAKLION, GR 

Eyjafjallajökull, a volcano which is not easy to pronounce correctly, brought some 

excitement into the final organisational phase of the 7th Extended Semantic Web 

Conference (ESWC2010). This concerned not only the Organisation Committee but also 

the participants. No one could foresee the dimensions of this particular natural force. In 

addition, everybody faced the dimensions of the economic crisis which hit Greece only a 

few weeks earlier. 

Despite disruptions from external events 

including volcanic eruptions and extreme 

economic fluctuations shortly beforehand 

the 7th ESWC celebrated its premiere 

successfully, with over 300 people from 

more than 40 countries worldwide arriving 

safe and sound on Crete. 

The first day of the ESWC2010 started with the Tutorial Day. 9 different tutorials 

attracted around 80 participants. The Workshop Day, which followed on the 31st May 

attracted even more. This was not only due to the 9 different but equally interesting 

Workshops, but also due to the PhD Symposium and, new this year, the AI Mashup 

Challenge. A mashup is a lightweight (web) application that offers new functionality by 

combining, aggregating and transforming data and services available on the Web. The AI 

mashup challenge accepted mashups that used AI technologies such as machine 

learning and data mining, machine vision, natural language processing, reasoning, 

ontologies and the Semantic Web. 

The main conference days were opened by Noshir Contractors keynote speech "From 

Disasters to WoW: Using Web Science to understand and enable 21st century 

multidimensional networks". 
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Around 50 papers divided in 8 different 

research tracks filled the following three 

days' program. In the afternoon Noshir 

Contractor from the Northwestern 

University, Dieter Fensel from STI 

Innsbruck, Tom Heath from Talis, Sören 

Auer from the University of Leipzig and 

Aldo Gangemi from ISTC-CNR had a lively discussion about linked data. Since the Linked 

Data principles were first outlined we have witnessed an outstanding growth and 

heterogeneity of linked data publicly available on the Web, which has also managed to 

trigger the interest of large companies and governmental bodies world-wide. In the light 

of this evolution and given the current take up and expectations raised, we believe it is 

now time to reflect on the progress thus far and plan for the future challenges and 

opportunities that the Web of Data will bring to us. In this panel we shall discuss what 

has worked and what has not so far, and we shall try to identify what we should do and 

what we should not do in the future. In the evening, the poster and demo session 

provided the opportunity to get in touch with new research activities and to enjoy drinks 

and food in a very atmospheric surrounding. 

Wolfgang Wahlster opened the second day of the ESWC 2010 with his talk "The 

Semantic Product Memory: An Interactive Black Box for Smart Objects". Besides the 

regular paper sessions, the News from the Front event at ESWC 2010 provided European 

projects with a unique opportunity to present themselves to the wider research 

community and explore potential synergies and co-operations with other projects in a 

focused and constructive manner. In the evening, everybody enjoyed a delicious 

barbeque at the beach and also the after dinner speech given by Aldo Gangemi on “A 

Pattern Science for the Semantic Web”. The entertainment program was accompanied 

with two exotic belly dancers, who animated the audience to dance in the sand to the 

sound of music and the sea until the early hours of the morning. 
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The last day began with the talk of Sean Bechhofer “SKOS: Past, Present and Future” 

who structured his talk around a number of (real) bridges and which was followed y a 

number of provocative and interesting questions. The closing ceremony ended the 

proceedings giving a number of awards celebrating excellence in a variety of ways. 
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5.5. THE 3RD
 FUTURE INTERNET SYMPOSIUM - FIS 2010, BERLIN, DE  

The 3rd Future Internet Symposium took 

place from 20th to 22nd of September in 

Berlin, Germany for the second time. 115 

participants from 21 countries visited 

FIS2010, which started with a workshop 

and tutorial day, where three tutorials and 

five workshops took place. Christian Bizer 

(FU Berlin) opened up the first symposium day with his keynote on the topic "Pay-as-

you-go Data Integration on the public Web of Linked Data". In the afternoon, Mario 

Campolargo (European Commission) spoke about "Boosting Future Internet research 

and innovation to underpin the Digital Agenda for Europe" in his invited talk. 

Furthermore the program of the first day 

included research paper presentations 

and was rounded up by a poster and 

demo session in the evening. The second 

day started with the industry talk by Iddo 

Bante (University of Twente), who spoke 

about “The Innovation Triathlon: The 

First, the Fastest, and the Fittest”. Before lunch industry track papers were presented. 

The research paper session in the afternoon was followed up by the interesting panel 

discussion on the topic “The future of Linked Data in industry and public service”. Co-

located with FIS2010, the Doctoral Consortium took place from 23rd to 24th of 

September, where ten PhD students had chance to present their research papers and 

get feedback on their work so far. All in all, FIS2010 was a successful event and the 

details for the next symposium will soon be available online. 
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5.6. EVENTS FOR PROPOSALS: MATCHMAKING AT ESWC2010 AND 

ESTC2009, 
THE 1ST SUCCESSFUL PROPOSAL EVENT AND ACCESSING FUNDING EVENT 

STI International recognises that for many of its members, EU funded projects are an 

important source of research funding. In order to support the formation of proposals 

including the brainstorming of ideas, insight into funding programmes and their 

expectations, the formation of the right consortia and the writing of a high quality 

submissions, STI International has initiated a new activity for supporting successful 

proposals. 

Following two matchmaking events, at ESTC 2009 and ESWC 2010, the first major event 

was Submitting a Successful Proposal Symposium (successfulproposal.sti2.org) and has 

been followed up by a further event focused on SME calls, entitled SMEs Accessing 

Funding for Innovation (accessingfunding.sti2.org). 

The matchmaking events allowed interested attendees to set up an online profile, 

indicate interests in terms of project offers or project requests, browse others’ profiles 

and then schedule meetings with those contacts during a dedicated matchmaking 

session which took place during the meeting.  

The Successful Proposal Symposium took place on Palma de Mallorca, October 7-8 2010. 

Thirteen high profile speakers from the STI community with proven experience in 

submitting proposals successfully to the EU funding calls met with eight attendees to 

present and discuss the funding lines, ways to make proposals successful and brainstorm 

on future proposals. All who attended found it a very useful exercise and already as a 

result the first proposal ideas were generated which are now being developed for 

submission in future calls. The first follow-up event took place already before the ESTC, 

focused on calls for SMEs, entitled SMEs Accessing Funding for Innovation.  

STI International will continue to run such events in 2011. 
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6. CONCEPT STI2.0 - OUTLOOK FOR 2011 

In late December 2009 Dieter Fensel provided an initial conceptualisation for a re-launch 

of STI International called STI2.0. This paper was discussed in the board and during the 

board meeting in Kalamaki and Heraklion May 2010. The agreed final version of STI2.0 is 

in the appendix of this document. Formally this concept will be implemented at the 

General Assembly 10/2010. 

We are looking forward to this new structure – with the expectation of added drive and 

prosperity over the upcoming years. 

In addition to the already established conference series a new Summer School will be 

established. The ESWC Summer School which we will run in southern Crete in the week 

before the EWSC conference - from the evening of Sunday May 22nd to midday 

Saturday May 28th 2011. The overall goal for this event is to provide intensive training 

and networking opportunities for the next EWC generation. In particular we wish to 

facilitate the creation of a new cohort of ESWC: Master’s, Ph.D. students and junior 

researchers who will in time become the next leaders of the ESWC conference and of 

the Semantic Web research area in general. More details on the new Summer School 

can be foun at:  http://summerschool.eswc2011.org/ 

 

CONTACT / IMPRESSUM 

 
STI International Office 
Semantic Technology Institute International 
Amerlingstrasse 19/35 
A-1060 Vienna 
Austria 
phone: +43 1 23 64 002 
fax: +43 1 23 64 002-99 
email: office@sti2.org 
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   APPENDICES 

   APPENDIX A: CONCEPT STI2.0 

Semantic Technology Institute International: An Overview 

Dieter Fensel, Vice-President  

John Domingue, President 

September, 2010 

Introduction 

The Semantic Technology Institute International (STi2) is a networked 

organization which aims to promote Semantic Technologies by providing a 

means through which the work of its members can best be leveraged to the 

greatest extent. To this end STi2 provides a glue between the core educational, 

research and exploitation activities of its members. 

The current activities of STi2 include: 

 Running conferences and symposia, for example, ESWC, ESTC, and FIS.  

 Running semantic summer schools including the new ESWC Summer School, the 

Asian Semantic School, and the Semantic Computing Summer School in Berkely 

in conjunction with IEEE. 

 Supporting the gaining of funds through events such as the STI International 

Symposium on Successful Proposal Submission and also lobbying funding 

agencies on the strategic importance of semantics.  

 Supporting a number of STI National Centres. 

Over its two year existence STi2 has become quite successful growing to over 50 

members and our experiences over this time have led us to structure STi2 into an 

association and a research and consultancy company which we describe below. 
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STI2 Association 

The Association comprises a number of components centred around 

delivering value to its members. 

Member. STI International members pay a moderate membership fee of 400€ 

p.a. with a lower fee of 200€ p.a. for developing countries1. For this fee members 

gain access to all STi2 services, including, for example, reduced registration fees 

for STi2 events, and are able to attend the annual STi2 General Assembly. 

Partner. STi2 Partners are special members who are responsible for steering the 

STI Association. In particular Partners are responsible for the legal and financial 

decisions of STi2 including electing executives and approving the annual budget. 

In essence it is the Partners who provide the overall leadership for STi2 in service 

of the heterogeneous membership. Partners are selected based on their level of 

leadership and overall excellence in the field of semantic technology. In order to 

fulfil their responsibilities Partners have voting rights at the STi2 General 

Assembly. The membership fee for Partners is 4K€ p.a. 

Board. The STi2 Board has a relatively simple structure and is comprised of: 

 a single representative from each STi2 Partner, 

 the STi2 Executives, and 

 the STi2 Advisory Board. 

 

The board is chaired by the STi2 President. 

Executives. The STi2 Executives are the President, the Vice Presidents, the 

Treasurer, and the Secretary. 

                                                        

1
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Developing_country 
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Advisory Board. The Advisory Board is formed by the STI fellows who are 

proposed by the President and appointed by the Board. 

Activities and Budget. The activities and finances of the Association are 

structured as follows: 

1. Operational costs (financial and legal management, member 

management, office supply). These costs pay for: a part-time 

secretary, part-time technical and web site support, a small office 

with storage space, IT and postal costs, tax advice and legal costs. 

2. An Annual General Assembly prepared by the board.  

3. One and a half Board meetings p.a. One meeting is attached 

with the General Assembly and a bi-yearly strategic workshop. 

The general board meetings are prepared and organized by the 

President. The bi-annual Strategic Workshop is prepared by the 

Advisory Board and the President. 

4. Leveraging STi2 events including: 

a. The Extended Semantic Technology Conference (ESWC). 

b. The European Semantic Technology Conference (ESTC). 

c. The Future Internet Symposium (FIS). 

A co-financing of STi2 expenses is provided through acquired public 

funding (primarily a combination of Austrian national and European 

funding) and private sponsorship. Additional funding may become 

available through the successes gained in the operation of the STI 

Research & Consultancy GmbH which is elaborated next.  
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STI Research and Consultancy GmbH 

The STI Research and Consultancy GmbH implements STi2 services and 

currently we identify two main service areas: 

1. Education and Training 

2. Research and consultancy 

 

Additionally, the GmbH contains a small central management department 

responsible for overall human resource, legal, and financial aspects.  

Education and Training 

The Education and Training unit was setup at the end of 2009 with the 

merger of the spin-off company SemSphere. The unit has been running 

well creating a certified semantic training programme and presenting a 

number of educational events in Europe and the US.  

Research and Consultancy 

This unit has been evolving over 2010. The main activities have been 

running roadmapping and matchmaking workshops at relevant semantic 

events, such as ESWC, and organizing a symposium on EU proposal 

submission. 

In time our aim is that this unit would cover a comprehensive set of 

activities including: 

 Analysing project databases (such as FP7 ICT) in terms of content 

and the opportunities for collaboration between institutions. 

 The analysis of content trends in relevant semantic publications. 
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 The analysis of the evolution of the overall community in regard 

to semantically related topics. 

 Roadmapping workshops that allow participants to develop a joint 

vision on future research and proposal development and trends. 

 Matchmaking events that provide support for consortium 

formation. 

 Support in the formulation of highly innovative proposals.  

 Generic support for the technical, administrative, and financial 

management of small and large research projects. 

 

We should note that STi2 has already successfully acquired a number of 

research projects including: Active, COIN, NoTube, PlanetData, SARID, 

SARIT, Seals, ServiceWeb3.0, SOA4All, and SOFl.  

In general we can see currently that semantics is becoming a horizontal 

technology where public funding shows up in many different areas. For 

example, in the EU Framework Program semantics is funded in areas such 

as cultural inheritance, content technology, content and media, security, 

software and services, network infrastructure, transport, green IT, aging 

population, etc. In addition, there are new emerging funding initiatives 

such as the Future Internet Private Public Partnership, and an ETP on 

health care with calls for knowledge management etc. In this setting it is 

no longer feasible for a single member of STi2 to monitor all these 

funding initiatives nor to properly guide and influence them. In addition 

there is growing industrial interest in many different sectors such as life 

science, US intelligence, e-government, health care, operators, the 

software industry, law, CRM, ERPs, transport, search and web technology, 

etc. Our goal in this climate is to provide the necessary intelligence for 
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deciding on future strategic steps and consulting STI members on 

potential topics for proposal submissions and potential partners. Only a 

comprehensive networking organization as STi2 can achieve this. 
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   APPENDIX B: NEW STI MEMBERS 

 We extend a warm welcome to the following organizations which have joined STI 

International in the past year: 

Bitext is a pioneer company in the development and application of linguistic 

technologies tools. Bitext develops a software platform to analyze natural 

language text, based on linguistic knowledge (dictionaries, grammars and 

ontologies). Bitext provides language technology to any third-party application; 

from search to sentiment analysis, contextual advertising, spam filters, business 

intelligence, etc. From this platform, Bitext can develop a solution for any third-

party application in a matter of weeks, like NaturalFinder for search engines. 

Bitext’s natural language core application has been designed and developed by 

linguists. Who knows more about languages than a linguist? 

Homepage: http://www.bitext.com  

eoweo is a French spin-off whose goal is to develop innovative closed & open 

applications using semantic technologies and semantic standards. We work on 

our projects using semantic technologies to extract data from the Web and 

indexing, aggregating and then displaying it to end users in the French language 

using the Semantic Web standards. We also work on  business processes for 

French middle size companies about the new challenges they meet regarding 

their customers data while the digital media grow up or help them to exploit 

structured and unstructured content. 

Homepage: http://www.eoweo.com/ 

http://www.bitext.com/
http://www.eoweo.com/
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Fondazione Bruno Kessler is situated in Trentino, a province in northern Italy 

governed under a special autonomy statute. The foundation, with more than 350 

researchers, conducts studies in the areas of Information Technology, Materials 

and Microsystems, Italo-Germanic studies, and Religious sciences. Thanks to a 

close network of alliances and collaborations, FBK also conducts research in 

theoretical nuclear physics, networking and telecommunications, and social 

sciences (studies of public policy effectiveness). 

Homepage: http://www.fbk.eu 

The German National Library of Economics (ZBW) – Leibniz Information Centre 

for Economics is the world’s largest specialist library for economics, with 

locations in Kiel and Hamburg. The mission of the ZBW is to procure and supply 

economic information and literature nationally. The ZBW aims to offer its users 

comprehensive services that will facilitate the efficient and effective utilisation of 

economics-specific information. 

Homepage: http://www.zbw.eu/ 

MODUL University Vienna (MU Vienna) opened its doors in October 2007. 

Initiated by the Vienna Chamber of Commerce, this new international center for 

education and research is located in Vienna’s 19th district on top of Kahlenberg, 

a hill with breathtaking views of the city. 

Homepage: http://www.modul.ac.at/contact/ 

http://www.fbk.eu/
http://www.zbw.eu/
http://www.modul.ac.at/contact/


 

 

 

 36 | 40 

 
 

ontoprise is a leading independent software vendor for industry-proven 

Semantic Web infrastructure technologies and products used to support dynamic 

semantic information integration and information management processes at the 

enterprise level. With its mature and standards-based products and its extensive 

experience ontoprise is delivering a key segment of the upcoming Semantic Web. 

Ontoprise has developed a comprehensive product suite designed to support the 

deployment of semantic technologies in the enterprise. 

Homepage: http://www.ontoprise.de  

playence is a provider of semantic media asset management. The objective to 

help organizations reduce the costs associated with managing, integrating, and 

interlinking knowledge assets from various sources, ensuring availability and 

access across the organization. 

Homepage: http://www.playence.com/ 

RECOGNOS Romania is a creative Romanian software company established in 

August 2000. The company headquarter is located in Cluj, in Romania's 

Transylvania region. Recognos Romania focuses in the development of complex 

software solutions, products and services and has the following main practice 

areas: a) Development of complex systems for Finance, Banking and 

Investments; b) Development of WEB 2.0 services and portals for the world 

market; c) Research and development of the emerging WEB 3.0 technology 

(semantic web) and d) Incubator of new ideas and products. 

Homepage: http://www.recognos.ro/ 

http://www.ontoprise.de/
http://www.playence.com/
http://www.recognos.ro/
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TXT e-solutions, founded in 1989, is an international software products and 

solutions vendor and leader in “Strategic Enterprise Solutions” in the industrial 

and media sectors. The company has been listed on the Italian Stock Exchange – 

STAR segment (TXT IM) since July 2000. TXT has its headquarter in Milan, Italy, 

and growing branch offices in Italy (Genoa, Turin, Bari, Rome, Perugia, Vicenza), 

France (Paris and Lyon), Spain (Barcelona), Germany (Chemnitz and Halle), UK 

(London), the Netherlands (Bussum) and the United States (New York). Thanks to 

a highly qualified and motivated staff of about 600 people, 90% of which are 

graduates, the 2009 turnover exceeds 50 million euro. TXT is a technology 

intensive Company, offering to its customers complete solutions, based upon 

kernel products, high-level competence on enabling, innovative IT and specific 

know-how in a number of application domains. TXT is specialized in the most 

dynamic and agile markets with the highest degree of innovation and renewal 

that require state-of-the art solutions, where process and business play a 

fundamental role in growing and competiveness. To answer customer’s needs 

TXT has always invested in technology and in business processes innovation, 

making this a cornerstone on which to build its success. Research and 

Development plays therefore a primary role in TXT; in 2009 13% of revenues was 

spent in R&D to benefit all the business lines. The CRS TXT Division (Corporate 

Research and Innovation) is in charge of medium-to-long term research activities 

and has been active in several collaboration projects at Regional, National and 

European level concerning several strategic research tracks. 

Homepage: http://www.txtgroup.com/ 

 

http://www.txtgroup.com/
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   APPENDIX C. STI BOARDS 

Executive Board 

Prof. Dr. John Domingue, Knowledge Media Institute, The Open University, UK 

President 

Dr. Michael Brodie, Verizon, US 

Vice President, Chair Advisory Board 

Dr. John Davies, BT, UK 

Vice President, Realization 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Dieter Fensel, University of Innsbruck, AT 

Vice President, Strategic Affairs 

Prof. Dr. Guus Schreiber, Free University of Amsterdam, NL 

Vice President, Technology 

Prof. Dr. Rudi Studer, AIFB University of Karlsruhe, DE 

Vice President, Research 

Alexander Wahler, STI International, AT 

CEO 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. Hannes Werthner, Vienna University of Technology, AT 

Vice President, Members 
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Advisory Board 

Dr. Michael Brodie, Verizon, US 

Vice President, Chair Advisory Board 

Dr. Richard Benjamins, Telefónica R+D, ES 

Member Advisory Board 

Dr. Mark Greaves, Vulcan Inc., US 

Member Advisory Board 
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Extended Board 

Prof. Dr. Witold Abramowicz, The Poznan University of Economics, PL 

Strategic Development & Internationalisation Service Coordinator 

Service Coordinator 

Prof. Dr. Fabio Ciravegna, University of Sheffield, UK 

Roadmaps Service Coordinator 

Dr. Oscar Corcho, Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, ES 

Testbeds and Challenges Service Coordinator 

Dr. Mathieu D'Aquin, Knowledge Media Insitute Open University, UK 

Realization Service Coordinator 

Prof. Dr. Asunción Gómez-Pérez, Universidad Politécnicade Madrid, ES 

Testbeds and Challenges Service Coordinator 

Marko Grobernik, J. Stefan Institute, SI, Dep. of Knowledge Technologies 

Future Internet Initiative Task Force Service Coordinator 

Barry Norton, University of Innsbruck, AT 

Standardization and Reference Architecture Service Coordinator 

Dr. Elena Simperl, University of Innsbruck, AT 

Education Service Coordinator 

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Robert Tolksdorf, The Freie Universität Berlin, DE 

STI Germany Representative 

Dr. Michal Zaremba, University of Innsbruck, AT 

Standardization and Reference Architecture Service Coordinator 

 


